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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1: An instrument for gripping an orthopaedic fixation pin during a surgical 
procedure and extracting the pin from bone in which the pin is embedded, the pin 
having an embedded portion extending into the bone along a longitudinal axis, and a 
projecting portion projecting longitudinally from the bone adjacent a bearing surface 
associated with the bone, the instrument comprising: 

a first handle member having a first gripping element including a gripping 
surface : 

a second handle member coupled with the first handle member for selective 
movement relative to the first handle member between a first position and a second 
position; 

a pusher coupled with the first and second handle members for movement 
relative to the first and second handle members in directions along a linear path 
essentially parallel to the longitudinal axis in response to movement of the second 
handle member between the first and second positions; 

a gripping mechanism including the first gripping element and a second gripping 
element[s} coupled with the first and second handle members for movement to grip the 
projecting portion of the pin between the first gripping element and the second gripping 
element in response to an initial movement of the second handle member from the first 
position toward [a} the second position; 
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[the first gripping e l e m e nt including a gripping surfac e i nt e gral with th e first 
handl e m e mb e r;] 

the second gripping element including a gripping finger mounted upon the first 
handle member for movement toward and away from the gripping surface; and 

a linkage system coupling the second handle member with the gripping finger for 
nriovement of the gripping finger laterally toward the gripping surface in response to 
movement of the second handle member from the first position toward the second 
position; 

the second handle member being coupled to the pusher such that upon 
movement of the second handle member relative to the first handle member farther 
toward the second position, subsequent to the initial movement, the pusher is urged 
against the bearing surface to move the gripping mechanism away from the bearing 
surface and to establish an extraction force in a direction essentially parallel to the 
longitudinal axis, and the gripped projecting portion of the pin is moved with the gripping 
mechanism to withdraw the embedded portion of the pin from the bone along a direction 
essentially parallel to the longitudinal axis. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard R. Shaffer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8683. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7am-5pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eduardo Robert can be reached on 571-272-4719. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct,uspto,gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




